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A city is a community where diversity and density 
are combined to bring people together around 
common experience and loyalties.  At its best, 

this community is characterized by civility, respect, 
and neighborly concern.  It is a place; people there feel 
they are rooted , they belong, they can participate in 
civic life.  It is a cradle of culture, an organ of memory, 
and the enactment of the human drama, transmitting 
human achievement and insight from generation to 
generation.  It is a crucible of creativity, generating 
innovation, new thinking, fresh meaning, where people 
fulfill their individual and collective potential.  It is a 
container, the central locus of politics and governance, 
economic engines and enterprises that create wealth, 
and transportation/communication networks.  It 
supplies the heartbeat and signature for a region.  It is 
where people gather to live, work, play, learn, and grow.

William H. Hudnut, III
    Urban Land Institute

The Good City
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