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“City Hallways” Newsletter 
August 28, 2015  

___________________________________________________________________ 

City Hallways is an electronic community newsletter from the desk of the City of Soledad City 
Manager.  It covers the latest news about on-going topics of interest as well as upcoming 
events.  It is published the last Friday of each month.   
 

SOLEDAD RECEIVES PRAISE FROM THE STATE FOR ITS WATER 

CONSERVATION EFFORTS   

The City recently received praise from the State Department 
Office of Research, Planning, and Performance for the City’s 
water conservation efforts during the months of June and July of 
this year.  They determined that we met or exceeded our 
required water conservation target; our achievement has helped 
the state to exceed 25% statewide conservation mandated in  

Governor Brown’s April 1, 2015 Executive Order (emergency water conservation regulation).  
We ask that residents please continue their water conservation efforts to ensure the target is 
met in future months.  We thank you for your conservation efforts and for making California 
more resilient in the face of a severe and ongoing drought. 
 
SHELL STATION REMODEL  
City Planning, Building and Public Works officials have all issued permits 
for the Shell Station Remodel project.  The project consists of removing 
the existing store and placing additional gas pumps where the store 
was, and building a new modular store next to the car wash. The 
existing restrooms will stay in place.  The contractor, Armer/Norman 
out of Martinez, is scheduled to begin work next Monday, August 31st.   
Initial work will include trenching across Hector De La Rosa Senior 
Street to tie in to the storm drain near McDonalds.  This may be pretty 
painful due to lane closures and detours, but necessary for them to tie into the storm drain 
system.  The schedule is to complete all work in the street next week, close off part of the site 
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and the car wash on Tuesday after Labor Day but still sell gas, and then close the entire site for 
approximately two months when the new modular store arrives.  Access to McDonalds on 
Hector De La Rosa Street will be closed during the trench work next week. 
 

CITY AND POLICE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION REACH TENTATIVE 
AGREEMENT  

The Soledad Police Officers Association’s (SPOA) labor contract 
with the City expired on June 30, 2015. The SPOA represents 
the City Police Officers and Police Sergeants.   Following 
several meetings of negotiations between the parties, the City 
is pleased to report that it has reached a two-year tentative 
agreement with the SPOA members.  The highlights of the 
Tentative Agreement include (1) a four percent (4%) salary 

restoration in the first year of the new contract effective following City Council approval and (2) 
A 3.118% wage restoration in July 2016.  Approximately three years ago, during the economic 
recession, the SPOA members participated in a modified wage reduction totally 22.118%, as 
part of a cost saving measure to the City.  Since then the SPOA members have seen all but 
7.118% restored.  With the Tentative Agreement, the 22.118% salary reduction shall have been 
restored.  The new contract, ratified by the SPOA membership this week, will go to the City 
Council for final approval on Wednesday, September 2nd.   
 
City officials appreciate the spirit of cooperation, the substantial past concessions and the 
leadership shown by our Police Officers.  I extend my sincere thanks to the employee 
bargaining team for its understanding in the process and also to the City’s negotiating team for 
its flexibility and motivation to reach a mutually acceptable agreement.   
 

THE SOLEDAD VISITORS CENTER SEEKS VOLUNTEERS  
The Soledad Visitors & Gateway Center is looking for 
volunteers.  Volunteers offer a crucial link to the vibrant City of 
Soledad, the Salinas Valley and South Monterey County.  
People’s impression of that contact is part of how they will 
envision our community.  Volunteer support is essential to 
achieve successful stewardship of our local resources. 

The Visitors Center is a one-stop site that offers visitors a wide 

range of comprehensive information on places to go and things to do locally and in the greater 

Monterey region.  You’ll find free maps, brochures on nearby attractions, materials on tour 

opportunities, souvenirs, concierge services and a friendly staff to answer questions.  There’s 

free Wi-Fi and internet, a pet area, clean restrooms and great parking.  Stop by 502 Front Street 

and see Lisa Jo Duffy, Manager of the Soledad Visitors and Gateway Center.  The Visitors Center 

is open Thursday to Monday, 9 am to 5 pm.   
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AFFECTED BY THE DROUGHT?  

Do you know someone who is underemployed or 

unemployed due to the drought?  If so, the Center for 

Employment Training (CET) in Soledad can help.  CET can 

provide financial assistance for rent, gas, water and 

electricity expenses.  Call the Soledad CET office at 831-

809-9311 to determine eligibility.    
 

NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION DAY, SEPT 22, 2015 

The City of Soledad is happy to celebrate National Voter 

Registration Day, September 22, 2015.  National Voter 

Registration Day is an annual celebration in which thousands 

of private and government organizations work together to 

promote voter registration.  The City of Soledad participates 

by sharing voter registration Day information with its employees and clients and by placing 

“Register and Vote” posters at City Hall offices.  The City of Soledad is committed to 

strengthening the community through voter education and outreach; we hope you are too.  

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE AUGUST 5, 2015 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

 City Council approved an agreement with the Soledad 

Unified School District for a School Resource Officer. 

 Adopted Ordinance No. 692, an Urgency Interim Ordinance 

establishing a City-Wide  Moratorium on the issuance of use 

permits for medical marijuana dispensaries and medical 

marijuana cultivation facilities 
  

SOLEDAD FARMERS MARKET  

 For fresh fruits and vegetables and the opportunity to meet up with 

local neighbors, visit the Soledad Farmers Market on Thursdays, 4 

pm to 8 pm at Soledad and Front Street.   

UPCOMING EVENTS   

   

 September 2  Regular City Council Meeting 
    5:30 pm 
 
 September 22  National Voter Registration Day 
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